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The Problem
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The Deep South, including Mississippi,

has the highest death rates from HIV
of any US region.’
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The South, including Mississippi, has\

the lowest survival rates after a
diagnosis of HIV/AIDS than any other
US region.?
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Mississippi ranked 8™ in the country in
the rate of new HIV diagnoses in
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Mississippi ranked 9" in the country
in the rate of people living with HIV in
2013.2
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CDC Funding Inequities

Community-based organizations (CBOs) are especially qualified to provide HIV

testing and other prevention services for hard-to-reach communities.

Community-based organizations outside of the Jackson metropolitan area were

completely left out in recent HIV prevention funding from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC). (Grant No. PS15-1502)

64% of all new HIV diagnoses in MS in 2013 were in areas left out of funding.*
57% of people living with HIV in MS in 2013 live in areas ineligible for funding.*
Despite its high rates of new HIV diagnoses and of people living with diagnosed HIV

throughout the state, only one Mississippi-based CBO (in Jackson) received funding

pursuant to PS15-1502.%
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Percent of People Living With HIV Living in Areas Ineligible for
CDC Funding*
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What do we want from the CDC?
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1. HIV prevention grants for community-based organizations located in
smaller cities and rural areas in MS.

2. Community-based organization prevention dollars that are distributed
consistent with the geographic distribution of the HIV epidemic.

3. Grants should include the opportunity to get technical assistance for
\ smaller community-based organizations. /

Make Your Voice Heard
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We are collecting letters to send to Dr. Eugene McCray, Director of HIV/AIDS
Prevention at the CDC, from concerned individuals, including people living
with HIV, friends and family, and advocates.

Send us your letter by April 1, 2016!
Send to: Southern HIV/AIDS Strategy Initiative, Duke Law School, Box 90360
Durham, NC 27708
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